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Prosecutor: Politics was never a factor in Auman case

DEFENSE from 5A
you have the flight away from it.”

It all started after Lisl Auman and
her boviriend broke up.
On Nov. 12, 1997, she and four

others, including a 25-year-old skin-

head named Matthaeus Jaehnig
whom she had met the night before,
drove to Pine. Auman had once lived
in a boardinghouse there with 27-
year-old Shawn Cheever.

Auman, then 21, wanted revenge,
according to prosecutors, who say
her plan was to burglarize her ex-
boyifriend’s room.

But one witness said Auman
wanted toretrieve her own be-
longings.

And Jaehnig wanted to have sex
with Auman, the witness added.

While the group was removing
things from the roor, someone
called police.

Auman and Jaehnig fledin a
stolen red Trans Am, Jaehnig behind
the wheel. The other three leftin
another car.

Police chased Auman and Jaehnig
as they drove down U.S, 285. At one
point, Auman took the wheel as
Jaehnig grabbed a gun and shot at
police.

Jaehnigand Auman ended upat
the Monaco Place condominiums in
Denver, 30 miles from the onginal
crime scene.

Auman surrendered when con-
fronted by police. She was cuffed
anZ put into a police cruiser.

Vander]Jagt, 47, was a twice-deco-
rated officer with a toddler girl.

Jaehnig was a white supremacist
with a rap sheet, whose body was
peppered with Third Reich tattoos.

VanderJagt was more than half-
way through his doctoral disserta-
tion at the University of Coloradoin
amultidisciplinary program that
included philosophy and education.

Jaehnig was high on metham-
phetamine, pot and cocaine.

VanderJagt peeked his head
around a corner.

Jaehnig shot him 10 times, four of
those in the head, with a Chinese
SKS semiautomatic assault rifle.

Jaehnig then took VanderJagt’s’
gun, placed it under his chin, and
shot himself dead.

|

Critics say the political details
are as important as the legal ones.

One week after VanderJagt was
killed, skinhead Nathan Thill killed
West African immigrant Oumar Dia
in downtown Denver. Three hours
later, a dead pig was found in the
parking lot of the District 3 police
station in south Denver where Van-
derJagt had worked.

VanderJagt’s name was written
in marker on the pig’s hide.

Then-Gov. Roy Romer lashed out
athate crimes.

Days later, then-President Clin-
ton was in Denver for a fund-raiser.
He met with Anna VanderJagt, and
he spoke publicly about the Dia and
VanderJagt shootings.

““We must not tolerate violence
and hatred targeted against police
officers, the people who put their
lives on the line for us every day,”
Clinton said.

Auman was held initially for in-
vestigation of second-degree hur-
glary, felony menacing and first-

By Jeff Kass
Neuws Stajf Writer

inda Chin is one of the 12

jurors who unanimously

convicted Lis] Auman of
felony murder.

She’s also one of the financial
contributors to the Lisl Auman
Information Project.

Chin, who regrets casting her
guilty vote, contributed $2,000 to
é}i;rfan’s cause shortly after the

The money was a way for Chin

FREE LISL
SEE www.lisl.com

And, she adds, she went along
with the 11 other jurors “rather
than face the whole city of Denver
and the reporters in the hall for
being the only one to vote not
guilty. Basically, [ was a chicken.”

Chin may give more money,
possibly to help pay for the college
correspondence course Auman is
doing from prison. She doesn’t
want to say how much more she
may pony up.

“I don’t want to put my husband
in shock,” says the 57-year-old

Joe Mahoney/News Staff Photographer

Linda Chin, a juror in Lisl Auman’s trial, holds a bumper sticker supporting the movement to free Auman. Chin voted to
" convict Auman but later regretted her vote, Chin has donated money to Auman’s fund.

Juror who veoted guilty joins cause for Auman

man have written about a half-
dozen letters back and forth.

They have talked about a visit.

“I apologized to her in my first
letter,” Chin said, “She has been
very understanding. She didn’t
want me to feel guilty.”

Chin has given cards proclaim-
ing Auman'’s innocence to her
grandchildren to pass out at ele-
mentary school, An Auman bump-
er sticker decorates her office cu-
bicle. She put Auman’s father in
touch with a designer for a Web

to help with Auman’s post-trial grandmother and product service  site dedicated to Auman’s case.
life, whether it was an appeal, or coordinator for a software compa- Auman calls Chin “‘coura-
broadcasiing her story. ny. geous.”

Chin said she voted guilty be- Chin exchanges e-mails with “Of course, she helped put me
cause she was unaware ofthe sen-  Auman’s parents, and they have away here,” Auman says. “] know
tence. had dinner together. She and Au-  she feels horrible about it.”

degree assault. Days later; Ritter eight months after the shooting. trated to help ensure Auman’s con-

charged her w:th first-degree mur-
der.

Somebody had to pay in sucha
politically charged atmosphere,
says Rob Auerbach, Auman’s step-
father,

“After Matthaeus Jaehnig killed
himself, there was nobody to go
after,” he said.

Ritter said he weighed his ethical
duty with the letter of the law and
his ability to convince a jury before
deciding to prosecute Auman for
felony murder.

Politics had nothing to do with it,
he says.

“If Jaehnig was still alive, Lis]
Auman would have been prosecut-
ed along with him for felony first-
degree murder.”

|
Auman went on trial in July 1998,

Prosecutors said Auman set the
events in motion that led to Van-
derJagt’s death, She then aided
Jaehnig by taking the wheel of the
car.

Her defenders said it was an act
of self-preservation to prevent the
car from crashing, done under
Jaehnig’s orders.

Also under scrutiny was the testi-
mony of two officers who arrested
Auman.

Their first statements did not
mention that they had seen Auman
dip down before surrendering. That
detail was added later.

She was helping Jaehnig grab the
assault rifle, said Chief Deputy Dis-
trict Attorney Tim Twining, a co-
prosecutor on the case.

Auman's attorneys argued that
the new statements were orches-

viction. Her fingerprints were not
found on the gun.

Twining said the district attorney
requested the revised statements
when other testimony pointed toa
bigger role for Auman.

A jury unanimously found Auman
guilty of felony murder, which is
considered first-degree murder and
carries a mandatory penalty of life
without parole or, on rare occasions,
death.

The jury also found Auman guilty
of other crimes, including second-
degree burglary.

a
The letter was dated Jan. 4, 2001,
addressed to Hunter S. Thompson
in Woody Creek. It came from the
women’s prison in Canon City.
“Tlaughed out loud while reading
Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas dur-

THE CRIME:
WEDNESDAY,
NOV. 12, 1997

® 2:30 p.m.: Jefferson County
Sheriff’'s Department receives re-
port of burgiary in Ping, 30 miles
southwest of Benver,
® 2:34: Deputy spots red Trans
Am on U.S. 285 near Conifer.
Chase ensues. Matthaeus
Jaehnig and Lisl Auman speed
away in stolen Trans Am.
= 3:02: Denver police are notified
chase is entering their city.

m 3:05: Chase Is called off after
depuﬂes lose sight of vehicie.
= 3:08: Deputy spots vehiicle on
East Hampden Avenug, and
Jaehnig fires three shots at him
near Yale Avenue and Monaco
Parkway.
@ 3:10: Officers lose sight of vehi-
cle again. Red Trans Am spotted
soon after in parking lot of Viona-
co Place complex, 3300 block of
South Monaco Parkway. Auman,
21, surrenders and is arrested
near a condominium door, She is
handcuffed and placed in the
back seat of a squad car. At the
same time, Denver police officers
Bruce VanderJ_agt‘. Dean Jones
and Don Bowling approach the
complex.
m 3:23: Jaehnig shoots Vander-
Jagt 10 times in head and torso.
The shooting sets off a furious
gun battle between Jaehnig and
police.
W 3:38: Denver Metro SWAT offi-
cer Mark Haney sneaks up and
pulls VanderJagt out of the line of
fire. SWAT officers Anidy Ramirez
and Reuben Gomez provide cover
fire. The shooting stops.
m 3:58: VanderJagt is pro-
nounced dead at Denver Health
Medical Center.
m About 6 p.m.: Authorities find
Jaehnig’s body in stairwell.

— Source: Denver and Jefferson
County authorities

ing my stay (13 months) at the Den-
ver County Jail,” Lisl Auman wrote
on yellow legal-size paper in loop-
ing, blue ink. “Thank you for help-

.ing tobringa smile tomy face. Dur-

ing that time.”

Auman told Thompson that she
was in prison for felony murder. She
maintained her innocence. She
wrote down her Web site.

“I didn’t know what to make of it
when I opened the letter,” Thomp-
son says. “My attitude is, ‘What the
f—-are you so cheerful about?’ If I
were you, I'd slit my wrists.”

But something made it stand out
for Thompson, who had followed
the case when it was front-page
news.

“Iliked her language,” he says.

And she didn’t ask for anything.
She was just thanking Thompson
for the laughs.

He wrote back Jan. 17, typingon a
piece of blue-edged stationery with
his narne across the top.

“Thanks for yr. kind note & yr.
Artand yr joke. ‘Hoho. . . Iremem-
ber following yr. case in the newspa-
pers and being horrified by it.

“Maybe [ can write a story about
it & stir up some interest. We'll
se&_"

Auman responded to Thompson
on Jan. 23:

See DEFENSE on 378
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A Amna Marie
Vanderlagt
contemplates
Jigsaw puzzles
assembled by her
daughter Hayley,

trying to put
together the
pieces of a life
shattered by the
murder of her
husband, Denver
police officer

Bruce
: Vanderlagt.

P> VanderJagt
helps Hayley put
on her ice skates
before a class on
a recent Saturday
moming at the
Joy Burns Arena
at the University
of Denver.

6. Vanderlagtis | .

Photos by Ellen Jaskol/News Staif Phiotographer

Officer’s wife .
tries to put
life together

Daughter Hayley, 6, ‘realizes she doesn’t
have a daddy living with us like other kids’

By Jeff Kass
News Staff Writer

nna VanderJagt walks over to the Furby puzzle on her liv-
ing room coffee table.
She crumbles up a large section of the puzzle that her 6-
year-old daughter, Hayley; has completed.

“When we had Hayley, the pieces of our lives were falling
together,” says VanderJagt, 40, dressed in black pants and a
black, short-sleeve cotton turtleneck.

“Now I feel one-third of them is gone, which is Bruce, and
what's left is Hayley and1, and I have to put them togetherina
different configuration.”

VanderJagt has been reworking those pieces over the past 3%
years through an extended leave from her jobas an elementary

- school teacher.

She advises the police on improving the process for officer
death notifications and is taking graduate classes towarda Ph.D.

V derjagte:qaeccsm
2
attend any oral argu-
ments on Lisl Auman’s

appeal.

“Iam there torepre-
sent Bruce,” she says.
“He's not here anymore
in a physical manner, so
feel a huge determina-
tion to be there for him
and Hayley.”

She believes justice
was served by 's
conviction.

“She (Auman) made
choices that day. She is
Lheleng ,that got the ball

Anna VanderJagt dis-
misses the notion that
the Auman trial was
political because some-
one had to pay for the
killing of a police officer.

“Idon’t feel I person-
ally was ever given the

“Mrs. Vander-
Jagt, thisis what we're
gomng to do for you:
Because Bruce wasa :
police officer we're going to attack this more aggressively,

R

~ she said of police and the district attorney.

Anna VanderJagt is aware of the attention surrounding
Auman, and has seen printouts of the Web site.

“T'won’t go there to add to their numbers,” she said.

VanderJagt remembers explaining the court proceedings to
Hayley during the trial.

“It’s aroom where these people are a.ud they e talking about
what happened when your daddy was killed, and the bad gir]
there, and the lawyers want to put the bad girl injail,” she sa:d,

Today, VanderJagt describes Hayley as a bright, energetic and
sociable girl who enjoys soccer, ice skating and gymnastics.

But VanderJagt was “unnerved” when Hayley put Bruce
Vanderja,gt s picture in a family mobile.

‘Weﬂ,mom,Bmce:smydaddyand he always will be my
daddy,” Hayley said.

“But she realizes she doesn’t have a daddy living with us like
the other kids,” VanderJagt said. “I think she really feels like [
do; the aloneness of the two of us.”

Friday, for a St. Patrick’s Day school project, Hayleymme a
list of three w:shesfor a;cprechmmmm}then .

Her wishes

Good luck, $100 and “TwishIhad mydadl
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Lawyers debate
centuries-old
legal concept

By Jeff Kass
News Staff Writer

he didn't pull the trigger but it didn't matter

The legal theory under which Lisl Auman was

convicted evolved under British common law,

which dates to the 12th century. It held people responsible

for unintended deaths that occurred in the course of other
serious arimes.

If someone died of a heart attack during a robbery, for
example, the robber was guilty of what was known as
felony murder,

England abolished felony murder in 1957, in part
because of an outcry over the harsh puni , includ-
ing death, handed out to those who did not mean to kill.

But in the United States, supporters argue that felony
murder laws are useful for holding people accountable,
and deterring crime.

“The public policy behind it is that a criminal is to be
held liable for all their actions,” says Peter Weir, executive
director of the Colorado District Attorneys Council. .

He used Auman's case as an example, while emphasiz-
ing that he did not mean to takea stand on the specifics.

“But for that burglary, the death would not have
occurred.”

Most states have basic statutes sinilar to Colorade’™s -

felony murder law.

Colorado lists six underlying crimes — arson, robbery,
burglary, kidnapping, sexual assanlt and escape — that
subject people to felony murder charges.

Once a jury found Auman guilty of a felony such as sec-
ond-degree burglary, it didn’t matter whether she had no
intention of killing a police officer, under the law: Or if she
didn’t pull the trigger.

Auman was handcuffed and in a police crmser when
officer Bruce VanderJagt was shot.

“[ think that’s the real harm of felony murder,” said
University of Colorado law professor William Pizzi. “It can
make you responsible for consequences that are un-
foreseen or unlikely in the extretne.”

People are also subject to felony murder if the death
occurs during the “immediate flight” from the underlying
crime.

That is another point in Auman’s case.

Defense attorneys critical of the law say the definition
of “immediate flight” can be unfairly long, especially in
Auman’s case, where the original burglary and final shoot-
ing lasted through an extended police chase and two coun-
fies.

It is an issue Public Defender Kathleen Lord, Auman’s
attorney, said she will take up on appeal.

“Even if you assume there was a burglary in Buffalo
Creek, it’s over” by the time police catch up with Auman
onthe hlghway, Lord said.

“At the beginning it's not immediate flight, and at the
end when she’s in custody it’s not immediate flight.”

Other attorneys amplify that argument.

“I can't say I've heard of a case where the individual is
m custody at the time of the murder and held responsi-
ble,” said Cynthia Orr, an attorney with the San Antonio
firm of Goldstein, Goldstein and Hilley, who is helping
draft a National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers
brief on Auman’s behalf.

Lord said she may also use the “choice of evils”
defense because she contends that Matthaeus Jaehnig
ordered Auman to take the car’s wheel while he shot at
police.

Supporters of the law say the events Auman set in
motion were still spinning when VanderJagt was shot.

“The prosecution will argue it was a continuous
of events, and the prosecution will no doubt argue for an
expansive definition of what immediate means,” said
Denver criminal defense attorney Nathan Chambers, who
represents convicted Oklahoma City bomber Timothy
McVeigh.

Denver defense aﬂomey Scott Robinson says of
Auman’s case: “It’s not necessarily an unfair stretching of
thie facts, but it’s not two guys holding up a store and
someone gets shot.”

The state attorney general’s office, which will speak for
the prosecution on appeal, declined comment until the
first briefis filed. :

DEFENDING LISL

S | Lisl Auman

emotions as
she recounts
the events of
Nov. 12,
1997, which
ended in the
death of
Denver police
officer Bruce
Vanderlagt.
She says i she
ware given the
chance to be
free, she
would never
return to
prison. “l
promise you |
would never
come back.”

Elfen Jaskol News
‘Staff Photographer

‘I feel for her

Excerpts from an interview with Lisl
Auman at the Cafion City women's prison:

B On skinhead Matthaeus Jaehnig: “He,
basically I think he had a death wish.
From the minute his foot hit the pedal
and we were going down the mountain, [
think that he didn’t care anymore.”

B On the “dip” she Is alleged to have made
before surrendering to police, allegedly to
give Jaehnig a weapom: “I never dipped, but
Inever had the so-called gun they said
had in my hands. It never happened.”

Il On any role she had that day: “I surren-
dered as soon as I could. I did not think I
could have done anything to Matthaeus
Jaehnig that could have changed the war-
path he was on. He was in another
world.”

B On how she convinced Denver County Jail
inmates she was not a skinhead: “I would
tell some of them, but it’s not like that
would really make a difference. Thad to
just be myself and let them decide. Am I
your typical racist white female? Am I
Just your typical down-to-earth —which
I believe myselfto be — down-to-earth
Chick? ”»

H On being fouml guilty: “Ijust couldn’t
believe it. 1 had noidea that was going to
happen. I thought that for sure they
weren’t going to find me guilty of first-
degree murder. I was devastated. I'm
still devastated about it. I'm devastated
about the whole thing that happened on
Now. 12 up until now. [ probably always
will be.

M On any regrets for refusing a plea bargain:
“Maybe I considered it for a split second.
Now I'm like well, no, becauseno,I .
didn't doanything. I guess it’s a sense of
self-honor I have for myself.”

M On her arrival in prison: “When I first got
here, a couple days later I had to cele-
brate my 23rd birthday. Depressing, very
depressing. I didn’t feel like I had any
friends; I have a few friends now. I could
probably have more, but you're not deal-
ing with the cream of the crop. [remem-
ber going to the dining hall and some-
body started singing Happy Birthday, and
everyone just kind of chimed in.”

H On whether she has to work in prison: “1
had a roommate who wouldn’t work. She
got on my nerves. She was always home.
She wouldn’t even go to church or any-
thing. All she did was read romance nov-
els. You could not work, I suppose. I'd
rather work. If T don’t work, I think that
T'djust get really depressed.”

M On inmates who find their way back to

“If I was given that chance (to get out)
I don’t know what I would do. I would
give my arm, or my leg, or my eye, or
something to be given that chance. I
promise you [ would never come back.”

M On what would she might say to Anna
Marie Vanderlagt: “I don’t think that she
wants to hear anything from me, and it’s
2lso hard because I'm not responsible
for her husband’s death. I feel for her,
and I feel for her little girl.”

M On optimism: “T have hope. It comes
and goes. Some days it’s very little.
Some days I can’t even imagine the
light at the end of the tunne]. Butother
days, I can see I've gota lot of hope.””

B On whether she is an angry person: “‘1
am pretty much a hippie. But yeah, lam
angry, too. Not all the time. I'm into
what’s right. I know what’s being done
(to me) is wrong.”

M On anger: “I think that’s what got me
in part of this mess, because I'm too
trusting. But that’s one thing I don’t
want to have happen to me is for me to
become bitter and angry, because that’s
not the person who [ am.”

B On her appeal becoming a national test
case for felony murder law: ““It makes me
nervous. It could go either way. I sup-
pose it’s a good thing though, no matter
what happens eventually, because [
think it needs to be looked at.”

M On her life if the shooting had never
occirred: “I'd probably be livingin a
dumpy house or something and trying
to make ends meet. Probably still party-
ing here and there. It doesn’t sound
very good. But you know, I think in a lot
of ways, I think this whole thing has
saved-me from becoming less than [
have potential for. Now I want to give it
all I got and push for the best and be the
best personIcanbe.”
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Thompson’s columns bring in ﬂood of support

OEFENSE from 38A

“Writing to you, for me, was like a
shot in the dark and it was the first
ame that [ had ever just ‘reached
t” to anybody in such a way. What
1surprize (sic) it was forme that
jou actually wrote back!

“How coolis that? It's even cool-
i still that you looked into my web-
site and then proceeded to write
:ajmethmg about me in your column
orESPN.”

Since then, Thompsen has men-
ioned Amnan's case three times in
1is weekly ESPN.com column, a
ronzo mix of politics and sports
itled hey rube!

“Inall my experience with
Zourts & Crimes & downright Evil
yehawior by the Law & the Sdme-
imes criminal cops who enforce it,
his 1s the Worst & most Reprehen-
iible miscarriage of ‘Justice’ I've
wver encountered,” Thompson
vrote Feb. 5.

Visits to Auman’s Web site have
ihot up from 7,000 over almost two
rears to more than 45,000 in the
wo months since Thompson first
nentioned her. Auman’s stepfather
hought the site’s counter had gone
aywire.

“He has done more in amonth’s
ime than we've been ableto doin
hree years,” said Colleen Auer-
jach, Auman’s mother.

Thompson was soon talking on
he phone with Auman’s father;, the
)lumbing shop foreman at the Uni-
regsity of Denver.

He has also spoken by phone
vith Auman.

Thompson soon turned to-his
nends at the National Association

of Criminal
Defense Lawyers,
attorneys suchas
Gerald Goldstein,
Hal Haddon and
Abe Hutt, who had
come to his aid in
the past.

The felony mur-
der law had long

roubled the NACDL, says the San
\ntonio-based Goldstein, a past
resident.

Thompson began talking to the
JACDL in January.

Some of the lawyers had gath-
wed at Thompson'’s home for Su-
rer Bowl Sunday while in Aspen
or a legal seminar.

Thompson ushered them
round the fire in his study.

“We convened a meeting at
1alftime,” said Thompson, who is
mown as the poet laureate of the
JACDL.

The NACDL has agreed to file
n amicus, or friend of the court,
rief on Auman’s behalf.

It is the first time in recent
aemory, and possibly ever, that
hie organization has taken on the
oncept of felony murder.

“Tt is an issue that affects more
han this case, and has nationwide
onsequences,” said Goldstein.
This (Auman) case represents
rohably the outer limits of what
nyone's npe imagination could
onjure up.’

(Goldstein said the NACDL files
micus briefs on behalf of 15 cases

year, ouf of hundreds that are
onsidered.

év"
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Robert and Colieen Auerbach of Littleton hold a picture of their daughter Lisl'Auman that was taken in 1996. Robert
Auerbach, Auman’s stepfather, says a politically charged atmosphere led to Auman’s murder conviction.

By Jeff Kass
News Staff Writer

ce VanderJagt would
ve been troubled by Lis]

Auman’s conviction,
according to his uncle.

Wallace VanderJagt helped
raise Bruce VanderJagt during
part of his teen-age years after
his parents divorced and his
father died.

_ Wallace VanderJagt pointed to
his nephew’s study of philosophy
as-one reason he might have taken
issue with the jury’s decision.

“The conviction of Auman was

Uncle: Officer wouldn’t have backed verdict

vengeful, which was arguably
very human in this kind of situa-
tion” said VanderJagt, 75, a
retired businessman who lives in
Denver.

“Everybody was extremely
angry. The villain was dead, so
they got whoever was there. [
don't think Bruce would have
gone along with it.”

He is also troubled by the
interpretation of the law.

“I'm not thrilled at the idea of
someone being convicted of
murder while they were in police
custody,” he said.

Wallace VanderJagt supports a
“substantial commutation” of
Auman’s sentence.

“As Bruce’s uncle, I don’t
think that justice was served
here,” he said. “I"'m not neces-
sarily a rabid opponent of her
success on appeal.”

Wallace VanderJagt acknowl-
edges he had little contact with
Bruce once he was on the police
force, and understands that
Bruce's widow may feel
differently. He says he is “most
sympathetic” with her and her 6-
year-old girl, Hayley.

Dees, of the Southern Poverty
Law Center, recently called Au-
man’s attorney to wish her well.
Dees is a longtime Thompson
friend and a NACDL member.

Thompson says a benefit con-
cert with Lyle Lovett, Warren Ze-
von, Bonnie Raitt and Little Feat
is possible.

His battle cry is a quote from
18th century British statesman
Edmund Burke: “The only thing
necessary for the triumph of evil
is for good men to do nothing.”

Thompson adds: ‘“Very seldom
in your lifetime do you geta
chance to right a wrong while it
still matters.”

He likens Auman to a political
prisoner.

“When a cop is killed, some-
body must go down,” he says.

“I callita lynch mob. it was a
lynching in Denver. It was vicious-
ly handled by the district attorney,
who claimed he was only respond-

1ing to publie Opinion.:

“He'sdn forajigely: ride.”
Ritter is aware of Thompsen's

_interest.

“The price you pay for the First
Amendment is that people like
Hunter S. Thompson get to say
what they want about police and
prosecutors,” he says.

“We have to keep our eyes
focused on what our ultimate goal
is — that’s justice. We can’t be
distracted by a group of celebri-
ties.”

Don Auman sits in a booth at
Piccolo’s Italian restaurant near
the University of Denver,

Drawings of shop tools float
across his wide, tan suspenders —
ared crescent wrench, a yellow
welding torch, blue pipes. The
suspenders also carry a black-and-
white Lisl.com button with a red
TOSeE.

Auman launched the Web site in
March 1999. Visitors can click on
icons such as “Why?” “Jaehnig
Rap Sheet” and “Facts.”

Also in his PR arsenal are
glossy business canis and post-
cards,

“Why isLisl Auman inprison - —

for the rest of her life?” read the

cards. “Who is really to blame for
Denver Police Officer Bruce Van-

derJagt’s death? Certainly not Lisl .

Auman, who was handcuffed and
in police custody for ten minutes
before the officer was murdered.”

Auman has passed out the cards
at concerts and political rallies fea-
turing Raitt, Bob Dylan and Jack-
son Browne. He pressed them
mto the hands of Rubin “HurTi-

e” Carter, who was freed from
prison after a federal judge found
raeial bias in the case against him.
Jane Fonda has received a press
packet,

Auman has been there when
0.J. Simpson attorney Barry
Scheck spoke in Denver, and dur-
ing the Martin Luther King Day
parade.

Auman recalls running into Rit-
ter at one event. He introduced
himself.

“This is a justice issue I'm go-
ing to keep working on,” Auman
says he told Ritter.

Ritter’sreaction?

~“He justlooked really uncom-

fortable,” Auman says.

Don Auman knew VanderJagt.

Auman wrote a March 9, 1999,
letter to DU friends and asso-
ciates.

“When [ started my employ-
ment at DU in 1984, Bruce was a
DU security guard,” Auman  -*
wrote. “I had many encounters
with him in the course of my job
and came to like and respect him.”

o

Lisl Auman says she wanted to
go to college after graduating from
Littleton High School.

Instead, she went to nightclubs,
stayed up late and partied.

Before the shooting, she was
earning $15 an hour doing flood
prevention in Buffalo Creek. She
enjoyed the hard work outdoors.-
digging trenches and filling sand-
bags.

When that job ended, she was
bundling firewood in exchange for
free room and board in Pine.

- She was easygoing, but not real-
ly going anywhere.

Until she went to prison in
1998.

During a recent interview, she
is in the visitor’s center of the
Carion City women’s prison. It has
the sparse look and feel of a cafe-
teria, with industrial carpet, some
two dozen small, round tables and
blue plastic chairs. Vending ma-_,
chines sell candy bars and coffee.

Auman wears lip liner and mas-

 cara. Her ash blond hair falls to

her shoulders, Her oval glasses
are stylish.

She wears white, long-sleeve
thermals to hide the pre-prison
tribal vine tattoo snaking up her
right arm, but it peeks out from
under the cuff. A curlicue, Celtic
tattoo rings her left middle finger.

She works on the prison electri-
cal crew, takes college correspon-
dence courses, and reads Man's”
Search for Meaning by Holocaust
survivor Viktor Frankel.

Reading about a man who
chooses to give away his last piece
of bread, Auman says she has
learned that everyone has choic-
es.

*“That was basically the only
thing he had left, was his choice,”
she said. “Like my choice tobe
angry or not angry.”

But she had no choice on Nou
12,1997, Auman says.

And that is why she maintains
her innocence.

“I didn’t have anything to do
with VanderJagt’s murder,” she

says. “It was beyond my control.”

It is a message she takes to the
sweat lodge.

“I pray for justice, and that the
truth be heard,” she says.

“And I believe that so many
things are happening now. I be-
lieve it has a lot to do with my

‘iprayers and the prayers of othet

people t0o.”

Contact Jeff Kass at{303) m-zm.
kassj@rockymountalnnews.com. -
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